
Spelling 
 
At Lily Lane Primary School, we firmly believe that good spelling is an essential skill 
which allows the children to communicate their understanding in all curriculum 
subjects. In order for pupils to develop into effective and confident writers, they need 
to develop and use a range of effective spelling strategies. By providing the children 
with a range of strategies we equip them with the independence to attempt spellings 
before asking for adult help. 
 
We particularly want the children to develop a love of language and the confidence 
to spell more challenging and ambitious words. In allowing them opportunities to 
develop a rich and exciting vocabulary, we are enabling them to become effective 
communicators. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
By adopting a consistent approach to the teaching of spelling we aim for the children 
to develop confidence and accuracy when spelling across the curriculum.  
 
In doing so we aim to: 

• Develop and teach the children to use a range of effective spelling strategies, 

• Encourage creativity and the use of more ambitious vocabulary in their 
writing, 

• Enable children to write independently, 

• Enhance proof reading and editing skills, 

• Encourage children to identify patterns in words and spellings, 

• Promote a positive and confident attitude towards spelling, 

• Help children to use a range of dictionaries and thesauruses effectively, 

• Help children recognise that spelling is a lifelong skill, 
 
Approaches to teaching and learning specific sessions following the Read Write Inc 
programme are taught 5 times per week in Reception and Key Stage 1 and in KS2, 
spelling is taught based upon the National Curriculum framework.  
 
Throughout Key Stage 2,  small groups of children may work with LAs continuing 
with the appropriate phase of RWInc, or interventions such as Fresh Start, where 
phonic knowledge is not yet embedded. 
 
 
 
Spelling Strategies 
 
The teaching and learning of phonics and the correspondence between letters and 
their sounds underpins all of the spelling strategies taught across the school. 
 
Alongside the Read Write Inc programme, we endeavour to teach the children a 
range of spelling strategies in order to appeal to a variety of learning styles. 
 
These include: 

• The L.C.W.C strategy (look, cover, write, check), 



• Identifying syllables in words in order to break words into smaller parts, 

• Identifying base words e.g. smile- smiling- smiled, 

• Analogy- Using words already known to help spell new words e.g. could, 
would, should. 

• Mnemonics - making up sentences to help remember the spelling of a word. 

• Finding words within words, 

• Making links between the origin of words and their spelling (etymology), 

• Using word banks and dictionaries, 

• Learning different spelling patterns and investigating new spelling rules. 

• Linking handwriting to spelling and phonics, in order to develop a visual 
memory to aid spelling, 
 

Handwriting and Spelling 
 
Links between handwriting, phonics and spelling are also important. The regular 
practice of letter patterns and the copying of high frequency words helps develop 
good visual and writing habits. By copying and tracing whole words and linking their 
handwriting to patterns learnt in RWInc, the children will develop a good motor 
memory which will aid independent writing and spelling. 
 
Home/ School links  
 
Children will be sent home spellings to learn. Lily Lane Primary School recognises 
that parents have an active part to play in all aspects of their children’s learning. 


